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shouts with the coconut shies, and the rifle booths,
and the fat lady and the dwarfs. The ring-master
glanced at her' He asked where she came from
and she told him that she was an orphan. He
believed it.

" I can come tomorrow," she promised.

On the morrow, when the fair journeyed on
its way to another town in Provence, the child was
with tiiem. From that moment her career began.

She was clever and intelligent and willing to
learn. Within a few months she was here in
Paris. She was part of an act. Before long she
was a dragon fly, hut she hated the work be-
cause she was always so afraid that she w.ould
fall.

"You see," she told him, "I did fall. I knew.
I knew rightly."

He kept her at his flat that night, watching
her asleep and thinking how like a flower she
was, and wondering how it came to be that he
was not in love with her. The next day he saw
a friend of his who ran a theatre and he got her
an interview with a big producer.

Again her intelligence won through and she
managed to get a part in a forthcoming play. It
was her big chance and she grabbed it with both
hands. When Charles came to Paris again she
was a star.

Under it all the child of the apricot orchards
stayed. He always recognised the traits. She
cowd. never entirely stamp out that early up-
bringing and the fact that she was born of poor
blow. The leopard cannot change his spots.
She would talk of Charles caressingly. She would